


A View from the Chair
Welcome to our Autumn Newslet-
ter. I hope you enjoy the colour 
format we have developed. Our 
goal in creating the “Cheshire 
Viewpoint” is to provide a more 
enjoyable experience to our mem-
bers and to make our Branch more 
appealing to prospective mem-
bers. 

We have had a busy 6 months. In 
June we held our AGM in the Great 
Hall of Vale Royal Abbey.  Sam 
Youd, Head Gardener of Tatton Park 
entertained us with his talk on “The 
Head Gardener Past and Present”. 
The event was most successful and 
made a modest contribution to our 
funds. 

In July we organised a North West 
Regional Stand at the Tatton RHS 
Show. In total we had 1200 visitors to 
our stand over 5 days. It was particu-
larly pleasing to get the chance to to 
meet colleagues from Lancashire 
and Cumbria. We also had stands at 
the Reaseheath Show, Nantwich 
Show, Nantwich Food Festival and 
the Ploughing and Hedge Cutting 
Match. May I thank all those who took 
part in these activities.  

 The Local Foods Competition has 
been relaunched this year and as a 
result we now have over 30 outlets 
to choose from. A judging panel is 
being set up at the moment. 

 The Branch has a long association 
with promoting good hedgerows. 
We have been running the Hedge 
Cutting prize for 15 years now and 
this year’s prizes were awarded on 
September 24th at the Ploughing 
Match, where we also launched our 
Cheshire Hedgerow Network, a new 
initiative that we have developed 
jointly with Reaseheath College. 
The Network seeks to bring together 
land owners, environment groups 
and funding bodies so that more 
restoration can be achieved in the 
County. You can read more about 
the venture on page 6.

 While the slowdown in the economy 
will reduce the immediate prospects 
for large developments in Cheshire 
there are still ambitious plans to 
build in the County. “Cheshire West 
and Chester” has been declared a 
growth point and the number of new 
houses to be built increased to 
14,000. Potentially this is a great 
threat to the Countryside as green 

field sites are usually cheaper to 
develop. 

The Branch is very active in both 
campaigning against building in the 
Green Belt and campaigning for 
high quality development of brown 
field site. Examples of such activi-
ties are our support for the Car-
rington redevelopment as an Eco 
Town and the recent Urban Work-
shop, which looked at how parks 
and green spaces can improve our 
Cities. We believe that such an ap-
proach both provides better hous-
ing, being nearer cities and 
amenities and saves valuable coun-
tryside for farming and recreation. 

 Please let us know what you think of 
the new format and many thanks for 
your support of the Branch.

 Peter Raynes  
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Colonel Geoffrey Sparrow’s report 
on the Cheshire Ploughing and 
Hedgecutting Society’s Ploughing 
and Hedgelaying Championships 
held at New Farm, Great Budworth 
on 24 th September 2008.

The great day dawned clear and dry 
and the ground turned perfectly after 
several days of fine weather.  The 
hedgelayers  again had excellent 
conditions.  The day was voted a 
great success and Norman Lawson’s 
organisation was complimented on 
its 12 months of dedicated work to 
make it so.

For CPRE it was a particularly impor-
tant occasion at which the certifi-
cates, awarded under the terms of 
our Hedgerow Award Scheme, were 
presented/outside our CPRE tent.

During the early part of the year 
some 19 visits to hedgerows within 
Cheshire were made by a joint panel 
of assessors drawn from Cheshire 
Landscape Trust and CPRE, and, of 
these visits 10 qualified including 2 

for their second (and final) certificates.  
Also one was awarded to a profes-
sional Hedgelayer, Stuart Sim.

Lord Grey of Codnor, President of 
CPRE Cheshire supported by Peter 
Raynes, Chairman of CPRE Cheshire 
and Helen Carey, Chairman of CLT 
presented the awards and the full list 
of all the recipients is attached – all of 
whom were present to receive them.

Over the past 15 years the standard of 
our hedgerows has steadily improved, 
thanks greatly to the contractors who 
are increasingly cutting to the E shape 
and allowing hedges to grow to 6’ high.  
Time was when farmers helped by 
their workers and families cut their 
own hedges by hand but in present 
circumstances few have the staff or 
machinery available and our county’s 
contractors with their modern machin-
ery are doing a splendid job.

CPRE has now teamed up with the 
other ‘green’ organisations in Chesh-
ire and formed the Cheshire Hedge-
row Network, and following a meeting 

This Year’s Hedgerow Award Winners -
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Being asked to write an article on 
local foods has been somewhat 
challenging considering how pas-
sionately I believe in supporting 
local producers.   

I am writing whilst camping in the Loire 
Valley in France, having spent the last 
week visiting local markets on a daily 
basis.  It has made me consider local 
food on a wider scale, not just how it is 
in England, but the attitudes towards 
local food abroad – and if there are 
any lessons to be taken away from our 
foreign neighbours.

We have found supermarkets here 
somewhat empty and hassle-free to 
navigate, compared to their UK ver-
sions, whereas local markets – and 
over here it is possible to visit one (or 
more!) every day – are bustling with 
people.  They are not full of tourists 
buying niche gourmet items, but local 
people buying their weekly shopping.  
Some are even spotted carrying home 
whole crates of mushrooms and 
French beans, though I can only imag-
ine what they might be doing with 
them.  

Many of the French market traders are 
only selling a couple of different kinds 
of produce, say melons and green 
beans.  Coupled with the abundance 

A Passion for Local Foods Charlotte Burton  describes 
the pleasures of local food

of acre-sized plots planted in neat 
rows with just a handful of crops – 
more than a family could possibly con-
sume – it suggests that even the 
smallest producers can make a living 
from selling locally grown produce.  

 

Shopping at local markets for local 
produce that has been grown, pro-
duced or reared by local people 
seems in France to be the norm.  In no 
way is this article trying to compare the 
pros and cons of the local food scene 
in the UK and France, but what is most 
notable is the sense of enjoyment in 

shopping for food from the local mar-
kets.  People are smelling, squeezing, 
and even tasting the products, those in 
season flaunting their freshness and 
aromas and tempting people to buy 
them.

It is this sense of enjoyment in shop-
ping for food that is, I believe, the most 
important reason to buy locally pro-
duced food.  As we are often told by 
CPRE, buying local food is better for 
our local farmers, our local econo-
mies, better for our environment, and 
better for our health.  What we are not 
so often told about is the enjoyment 
that can be had from shopping for 
local food – the interaction and banter 
with the person who grew or reared 
the product; the sharing of knowledge 
and advice on how best to prepare the 
food; the choice of which apples or 
bunch of carrots you’d like; the oppor-
tunity to taste the produce before you 
buy.  

Buying local food can have so many 
morally positive outcomes, but we 
must not forget that it can also provide 
a great sense of pleasure and enjoy-
ment to a weekly task that is so often  
seen as a chore.

Photo  - Little Heath Farm Shop,  
Dunham Massey, by Charlotte Burton

* - 2nd award

The Ploughing and Hedgelaying Championships, held a t New Farm, Great Budworth on 24 th  September 2008.

at Reaseheath Agricultural College, it 
was agreed to hold courses there on 
all aspects of hedgerows, from their 
initial planting right through to laying.  
David Rowlands has graciously 
agreed to be appointed President of 
this new organisation.

Cheshire is a delightful county in 
which to work and live; those who 
don’t, wish they did!  CPRE strives to 
protect our rural landscape and at the 
same time, and in company with CLT, 
to increase its beauty so that all our 
people can enjoy it, in particular its 
hedgerows and the trees in them, 
which are the salient features of our 
Cheshire countryside.

Hedgerow  award recipients:

 Harold Minshull, Siddington
 Barrowmore Estates, Great Barrow*
 James Bushell, Dunham Woodhouse
 Paul Ford, Saltersford*
 Lord Grey, High Legh
 Geoffrey Budenberg, Lower Withington

 John Pac, Whitley
 Peter Tonge, Littleton
 Tarvin Community Woodland, Tarvin
 Antrobus Heritage Group, Antrobus
 Stuart Sim, Littleton (Contractors’ award) 

Chairman Peter Raynes presenting an award to Harold  Minshull
Photo - Clare Lewis
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The Regional View North-West Regional Chair-
man Nick Thompson paints 

the bigger pictureI appear to be a bit obsessed by 
the future! Last spring in your 
newsletter I went on about the 
significant developments in CPRE 
at Branch Region and National 
levels. Well, I can’t help but return 
again to the theme of change and 
development. I am feeling really 
excited and can see some of 
these changes in a positive way. 

When I was on the excellent CPRE 
stall at Tatton this summer on a lovely 
sunny day (yes there were some this 
summer!) Geoffrey Sparrow and I had 
a fascinating conversation with a man 
who described himself as an environ-
mental consultant to the mining indus-
try. You wouldn’t believe it, but he 
could justify huge open cast mining 
developments! He felt that the whole 
mining industry, like most other similar 
large organisations, is now quite clear 
that they too must do their utmost to 
protect the countryside in the long 
term. 

Maybe the big companies feel obliged 
to be seen to have green credentials; 

maybe there is a genuine wind of 
change and the penny has dropped 
about protecting the environment, but 
our consultant friend’s job is to put in 
place a long term land reclamation 
plan for any new mining development. 
He was so enthusiastic about the long 
term opportunities to improve and en-
hance great swathes of land. Perhaps 
understandably he didn’t talk about 
the 50 odd years of highly intrusive 

often extremely ugly open cast mining 
he was part of! 

Whilst not wishing to minimise the nat-
ural concern we all share for such 
developments, Geoffrey and I were 
encouraged by the influence that our 
environmental consultant appears to 
have within organisations we tend to 
see as the enemy. 

In some ways he is the CPRE of the 
mining industry! Our organisation is 
faced, locally and regionally, with 
many developments that on the face 

 
Alderley Edge: a former mining 

location turned beauty-spot. 
Picture: Clare Lewis

of it we instinctively feel uncomfortable 
about. We are also faced nationally 
with major changes. Usually, develop-
ments and changes appear to be 
driven by the mantra of economic 
growth. But we believe that social and 
environmental considerations should 
be given just as much consideration 
as economic growth. 

As a credible, constructively challeng-
ing organisation I believe we can have 
a great deal to contribute to develop-
ment and change. Our credibility with 
the Regional Assembly for example 
has already given us a head start in 
being invited onto the new bodies that 
have to be established as the Re-
gional Development Agency assumes 
its new responsibilities. These are the 
changes brought about under the Sub 
National Review;  we are moving more 
rapidly in the NW than other regions 
throughout England and CPRE will be 
in there asking the important and 
sometimes uncomfortable questions!

We have a choice in meeting the chal-
lenge of change. We can either stand 
outside the system and oppose the 
changes or, like our mining consultant, 
get in there and become a crucial 
player, ensuring that the changes in 
the long term are going to enhance our 
countryside. We will, if we adopt the 
latter approach, have to get into bed 
as they say with some uncomfortable 
partners, but as I mentioned at the 
beginning of this article I am feeling 
positive about change and want to get 
more involved and influence those 
processes. Do you? Is you cup half 
empty or (like mine) half full?! 

Are you one of our latest 100 club winners?

 
Branch Secretary Debbie Janney and Chairman Peter R aynes sign the 
winners’ cheques

Congratulations to the winners 
of our most recent 100 Club 
draw, who were selected by 
our Chairman’s high-tech ran-
dom number process at the 
Branch Office in September. 

As a membership-based charity 
whose work is carried out mostly 
by volunteers, Cheshire CPRE re-
lies on  subscriptions and dona-
tions, and the funds raised from the 
100 Club are invaluable in helping 
us to offset the costs of our work to 
protect the Cheshire countryside. 
We are very grateful to to all those 
who have signed up for shares so 
far. 

If you haven’t yet joined (and you 
don’t have to be a CPRE member to 
take part), please fill in the enclosed 
form, or if you don’t have a  form, call 
Debbie at the Branch Office  (01606 
835046  between 9 and 12, Monday 
- Friday), to find out how you  can 
have a flutter and support a cause 
you value at the same time!

The winners for third quarter of 
2008 (End September 08) were:

1st prize -   Mr Ray Johnstone
2nd prize -   Mr Martin Dearden
3rd prize -   Mrs A Hamilton
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As house prices have gone up and up 
in recent years, making it increasingly 
difficult for young people to get on the 
‘housing ladder’, the government insti-
gated the Kate Barker Review of Hous-
ing Supply, of which the  Final Report 
was published in 2004. In short, the 
report said that excessively high prices 
were due to housing shortages and 

Eco-Friendly Development is  possible

Towns - if you have not seen these, ask 
the Branch Office for a copy!  As it 
turned out, most of the selected sites 
chosen for further examination to date 
are for developments in areas where 
there is no evidence that anyone wants 
to live, there is no satisfactory infra-
structure, there is no nearby employ-
ment, and transport problems have not 
been addressed. In other words, they 
can be ECO-Towns in name only.

Through its long history, CPRE has 
demonstrated a clearer understanding 
of the importance of prosperity and the 
wider aspects of ‘quality of life’ than 
many other environmental groups. 
With this in mind, a careful examination 
of proposed Eco-towns was carried 
out, and CPRE nationally is working to 
ensure sites that are taken forward 
meet the ten tests.

Meanwhile, although Carrington is off 
the ECO-Town menu, we have not 
given up and are working to ensure that 
the redevelopment of this site comes 
as close as possible to creating an 
‘ECO-Quarter’: a truly eco-friendly 
zone connected to an existing urban 
area. With proper investment, a little 
imagination and a genuine commit-
ment to high environmental and living 
standards, the redevelopment of this 
site could provide a model for the fu-
ture. 

Nearly all of the development would be 
on Brownfield or designated Brownfield 
land. The development can be merged 
with a local regeneration scheme. 
There are good local transport opportu-
nities as Carrington is near the M60 
and there is a possibility for a Metro-
Link between the Altrincham to Man-
chester line and Irlam.

There are good employment opportuni-
ties if the polluted land at the Shell site 
is capped and made into an industrial 
estate. The housing possibilities could 
be very attractive if adjacent land 
owned by Peel Holdings is included in 
the scheme. With the Ship Canal on 
one side and Green Belt on the other 
and careful landscaping with the indus-
trial estate bordered by trees, people 
will find this a very attractive location.

The CPRE 10 Tests for Eco-Towns 
could be successfully applied! Hence 
the recent newspaper headlines – 
‘CPRE supports local Eco-Town’.

recommended a dramatic increase in 
house building and a relaxation of plan-
ning restrictions.

CPRE has shown showed that there 
were in fact more vacant dwellings in 
England and Wales than there were 
people seeking to buy a house or flat. 
There were other contributory factors 
causing price escalation, such as the 
banks and building societies offering 
mortgages which were unsustainable 
even in the short term and were based 
on the theory that prices would keep on 
and on increasing. 

Nevertheless, the government’s re-
sponse to the Barker Report was 
broadly in line with her recommenda-
tions, and included the dramatic idea of 
building ‘ECO-Towns’ in many parts of 
the country.  Proposals were from de-
velopers and councils. one which in-
volved the former Shell petrochemical 
site at Carrington (in Trafford District), 
and CPRE felt this stood out as an 
exceptional opportunity.

The ‘Shortlist’ announced earlier this 
year was met with strong opposition 
from a wide circle as well as all the 
environmental lobby. However, Car-
rington failed to make the shortlist.

CPRE National Office published its em-
inently sensible 10 Tests for Eco-

ARTHUR JURGENS of Trafford 
District argues that Carrington 
could provide an eco-friendly 

ECO-Town

 

The Carrington Site

Head Gardeners past 
and present at CPRE 

Cheshire’s AGM

Fending off pineapple thieves; 
cosseting ripe peaches on 
cross-country steam trains:  a 
Head Gardener's job has never 
been dull, according to Sam 
Youd, who has been in the top 
job at Tatton Park for many 
years. 

In an amusing and informative 
talk, Sam outlined the career 
path of the gardeners of yester-
year, from humble garden boy to 
the very top, in the years when 
the day began with boot inspec-
tion at 7am, and the Head Gar-
dener was 'Sir' to his staff.

Among other things, we learned 
that pineapples, grown at Tatton  
from the 1740s, were so valued 
for their exotic rarity - they fruit 
every third year  - that each was 
worth the equivalent of £5,000, 
and a gardener carrying a pine-
apple be shown off at his em-
ployer's London house was 
likely to be ambushed and re-
lieved of his prickly prize.

Sam stressed that great gardens 
like Tatton, and to some extent 
all established gardens, are 
'living family history', shaped by 
the tastes, passions and ambi-
tions of generations of owners, 
and conserving that history is a 
tremendous task today.

CPRE often points out that our 
countryside, gardens and urban 
open spaces are vital to our 
well-being. and modern re-
search is only now proving the 
health benefits of getting closer 
to nature, yet Sam explained 
that this has long been accepted 
and acknowledged among gar-
deners, and that in the past, 
those who suffered from 
'nervous complaints'  were often 
encouraged to take up garden-
ing as a career or  hobby.

A very enjoyable evening was 
rounded off with our annual fun-
draising raffle,  with prizes gen-
erously donated by businesses 
in Cheshire and south Manches-
ter.
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Landscape change is a dynamic 
factor, nowhere more so than in 
Cheshire.  The challenge for all is to 
try and make it ‘change for the bet-
ter’.  This has been the case in the 
past twenty-three years, during 
which I have worked in the County.   
Some of the changes have been 
positive, while others have not 
been so; what does the future hold?

With five percent of the County in the 
Peak National Park, two major estuar-
ies (the Dee and Mersey) and key 
rivers such as the Bollin, Dane, Dee, 
Gowy and Weaver, a fine Mid-Chesh-
ire Sandstone Ridge, the rich Chesh-
ire Plain, active market towns, lively 
villages, the world class city of Chester 
and a vital centre of the petro-chemi-
cal industry, this is a County of consid-
erable diversity.

Today we know more about our 
Cheshire landscape than ever before, 
due in no small measure to the out-
standing work of the County Council’s 
Geographical Information Systems 
Mapping Team and the pioneering 
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John Gittins retires this year as Chief Executive o f Cheshire 
Landscape Trust. Here he shares his hopes and fears  for 
Cheshire’s landscape.

Trees on Lindow Common -
Clare Lewis

work of Vale Royal Borough 
Council/Land Use Consultants and the 
County Council in mapping landscape 
character.   This provides us with both 
a historical and contemporary base 
from which to measure landscape 
change.   When linked to the Country-
side Agency’s national Landscape 
Character Assessment we can see 
how we fit to the larger picture.

But what has been happening on the 
ground?   Certainly there are more 
trees in the County, this being due in 
no small measure to the key role of the 
Mersey Forest Initiative, nowhere 
more so than in Northwich;  whilst in 
the Frodsham area the Woodland 
Trust has demonstrated just how ef-
fective the partnership between them-
selves and the local community can 
be.   

Our hedgerows and dry stone walls, 
defining features of the landscape, are 
in need of greater care.  Cheshire 
ponds and meres, in terms of their 

 

Our Local Foods Campaign gathers pace
   Cheshire Branch has worked for many years to high light the value of local foods, 

and our campaign now has several new  strands.
Nell Waddell has been busily com-
bining fundraising and promoting 
good quality local foods, and our 
website now provides details of 
many farm shops whose owners 
have agreed to pay a small sum to 
our funds to advertise on the site.  
Take a look, and please support 
these outlets if you can:
www.cprecheshire.org.uk/farmshops 

Peter Raynes and Charlotte Burton 
have been developing a project and 

seeking funding from the new Local 
Foods Lottery fund.  ‘Building a local 
food community’ aims to work with 
local people to promote the value of 
foods to their own community. The 
grant application has passed the first 
stage, and we will keep you posted on 
its progress in the next issue.

Judging is under way for the latest 
round of our ‘Buy Local’ Awards, and  
we were very grateful to J Hulse of 
Worleston, and Booths of Knutsford.  

 

who donated hampers of local pro-
duce for us to raffle at summer  
shows.

CPRE Cheshire launches  
Hedgerows Network 

CPRE Cheshire, in conjunction 
with other local environmental 
groups, formally launched the 
Cheshire Hedgerow Network 
on 24th September 2008. David 
Rowlands is to be the Presi-
dent.

Hedgerows 
account for 
a larger 
area of 
wildlife 
habitat 
than all the 
country’s 
nature re-
serves put 
together, 
containing 

 

over 5% of our native stock of 
broadleaf trees, 600 species of 
flowering plants, 1500 species of 
insect, 65 species of birds and 20 
species of mammal. They are also 
an integral part of the character of 
Cheshire’s rural landscape.

The Network will offer regular 
courses and networking events to 
bring together all those with an 
interest in our hedgerows, and will 
create a ‘one-stop’ online informa-
tion resource.

As well as encouraging and sup-
porting work in maintaining and 
restoring existing hedgerows, the 
Network will support new hedge 
planting and encourage the shar-
ing of skills and expertise. 

Contact Debbie Janney at 
the Branch Office (details on 
back page) if you would like 
to be a part of the Cheshire 

Picture - Clare Lewis
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Leila Potter draws the winner of the 
Hulse’s hamper at Reaseheath - photo - 

Clare Lewis



 

 Councillor Bert Grange    Colonel Geoffrey Sparrow pays tribute to a remarkab le man

Macclesfield District was devastated by the untimel y death of our 
Chairman, Bert Grange, who passed away in June.

Several years ago, I asked Bert if he would consider joining us and taking over 
the Chair, and being the man he was, he accepted willingly, and with his 
enormous experience of committee work, made an excellent Chairman.

We are fortunate in our county of Cheshire in having some outstanding 
leaders, men of high calibre whose love for their county manifests itself in years 
of dedicated work. Bert was just such an example - he once told me he was on 
over 30 committees in various capacities, often as Chairman. His enthusiasm 
knew no boundaries and above all, he was a thoroughly straightforward man, 
whose friendly manner endeared him to all. I for one have lost a good friend, 
his wife Celia and his family have lost a man who is irreplaceable in their lives. 
We grieve with them.

numbers and quality, are a vital wildlife 
and landscape feature, while the 
PondLife project was certainly a suc-
cess.    Due in no small measure to the 
work of the Cheshire EcoNet Project 
and its partners, we are seeing posi-
tive action on the ground based on a 
sound factual baseline.   In a linked 
vein, areas once dominated by the salt 
industry are being restored and regen-
erated.   

Visually the rural landscape may not 
seem to have changed, however new 
crops such as maize and oil seed rape 
are much in evidence.   The various 
Agri-Environment Schemes are influ-
encing the look of the landscape not 
least at the Higher Level of Steward-
ship, but more funding is needed in 
order to make a real difference.   The 
great estates (for example; Arley, 
Bolesworth, Capesthrone, Cholmon-
deley, and Grosvenor (Westminster)) 
have continued to feature as lead 
players, with the same being said of 
the National Trust.  What of the future 
for agriculture - certainly food produc-
tion will play an ever increasing role - 
and what of genetic modification?  The 
same can be said of the sand and 
gravel extractive industries and the 
challenge of after-use.  

Over the years the Forestry Commis-
sion Estate has continued to play a 
key role, more specifically in recent 
years as providers of recreation op-
portunities and wildlife habitat manag-
ers.   Certainly the Weaver Regional 
Park is an initiative which links the 
social, economic and environmental 
elements of sustainable development 
in a holistic way and could become a 
significant demonstration of integrated 
rural/urban catchment management in 
action.

My concerns include the following:

Harvesting - Clare Lewis

 What  will be the future of the 
County Council’s Small Holding 
Estate with the impending 
changes in the administration of 
local government?   
 How secure is the ‘Green 

Belt’ in the light of the pressures 
for expansion of land for hous-
ing.   What about future land re-
quirements for new landfill sites?  
 Will British Waterways be 

able to raise its game and en-
sure that our splendid system of 
canals play a significant role in 
future years?   
 The demand for land for 

roads will continue to challenge 
us all with national policy chal-
lenging local views.  
  What of the concept of City 

Regions to which the current 
Government seems to be com-
mitted?  
 Who really wants Cheshire to 

be carved up into a ‘Greater 

Manchestershire’ and a 
‘Merseyshire’, which would have 
significant implications on our 
Cheshire Sense of Place and 
local distinctiveness?   

In land use terms, the impending 
changes to the European Union’s 
funding of agriculture post 2013 is a 
major cause of concern, for if the envi-
ronment sustains us as creatures, it is 
the landscape which defines us as 
cultures.   

Coming from the countywide environ-
mental sector I am particularly inter-
ested to see how for instance the 
British Trust for Conservation Volun-
teers, Cheshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes, Cheshire Branch 
of the Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural England, Cheshire Landscape 
Trust, Cheshire Wildlife Trust, Chesh-
ire Branch of the Dry Stone Walling 
Association of Great Britain, the Farm-
ing & Wildlife Advisory Group and 
ReCORD take up the challenge.   
What of the future for Groundwork 
Cheshire, which has demonstrated 
just how effective a partnership they 
can be?   What about the NFU, CLA, 
Cheshire Agricultural Society, the 
Cheshire Ploughing & Hedge Cutting 
Society, the Cheshire Rural Trust and 
the two new unitary authorities?   I am 
also very concerned about the future 
of the successful Sustainable Chesh-
ire Forum which is recognised in Eu-
rope as a leading edge partnership 
promoting sustainable development. 

For me, the past 23 years have seen 
positive changes in the Cheshire land-
scape, but at the end of the day uncer-
tainly prevails with climate change and 
trends in the global economy being 
major forces influencing the future 
landscape of our County.
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CPRE Cheshire Branch Office
Victoria Buildings
Lewis Street
Middlewich
Cheshire CW10 9AT
Tel/Fax: 01606 835046
email: info@cprecheshire.org.uk
website: www.cprecheshire.org.uk

Branch Chairman
Peter Raynes  01565 633487

Branch Secretary
Debbie Janney is in the office 9 - 12. 
Answering machine at all other times.

Branch Treasurer
Martin Dearden 01625 890194
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CPRE National Office
128 Southwark Street
London SE1 0SW
Tel: 020 7981 2800
email: info@cpre.org.uk
website: www.cpre.org.uk

Contact Cheshire CPRE Gala Concert

 
A musical celebration of 
the English countryside, 

with Flautist Russell 
Gillespie and Pianist  

Tony Hughes.

Including works by Rutter,    
Elgar, Harty, Lees and German, 

the concert will take place at 
the St. Mary's Centre, 

Chester at 7.30pm, 
November 28th, 2008. 

Tickets are priced at £12.00 for 
adults and £7.00 for student 
concessions. Contact Debbie 
Janney at the branch office, or 

buy your ticket at the door.
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Join us for Christmas Lunch

Wednesday, 10 th December 
12.30pm for 1pm sitting

Cranage Hall, 
near Holmes Chapel

£15 per person for a three 
course festive meal

Join us at Cranage Hall, an impres-
sive Grade II listed building sur-
rounded by 20 acres of landscaped 
grounds, for an extensive three 
course festive buffet made with the 
freshest of local produce.

Fill in and return the enclosed slip, 
or contact Debbie Janney at the 
Branch Office by 3rd December to 
secure your place.

CPRE Cheshire 
Branch 

Christmas 
Lunch

 

News in brief 
Stockport CPRE succeeded in their 
thirteen-year battle to protect open 
space in Hazel Grove from develop-
ment when members of Stockport 
Council’s Licensing, Environmental 
and Safety committee voted to regis-
ter land off Chester Road (known as 
the Red Lion site) as a Village Green.  

Stockport CPRE learned from local 
residents Stan Tomlinson and Steve 
Hibbert that this piece of land was 
threatened by a superstore develop-
ment back in 1995. Advised by Stock-
port CPRE that a piece of open space 
can be registered as a Village Green if 
local residents have used it continu-
ously for more than twenty years after 
1970, Stan and Steve set about collect-
ing evidence of usage, with the assist-
ance of Stockport Branch and advised 
by the Open Spaces Society. Soon 
over fifty evidence forms had been col-
lected, along with numerous photos of 
adults, children and dogs, all enjoying 
themselves on the green in sun, rain or 
snow. 

An application made in 2000 by Janet 
Cuff of Stockport CPRE failed on just 
one point, but following a change in the 

law, Janet worked with Steve to submit 
a second application, in 2003. Consid-
eration of this application had to be 
delayed, awaiting the resolution of cer-
tain contentious legal points in similar 
applications elsewhere in England, but 
in March 2008 the application was fi-
nally approved  and this piece of land is 
now protected for future generations to 
enjoy.

CPRE Cheshire Branch bids a fond 
farewell to Press and Membership 
Officer Clare Lewis, who has taken 
a full-time position as Project Of-
ficer for the Jesuit Volunteer Com-
munity in Manchester. We would 
like to thank Clare for all her efforts 
on behalf of CPRE Cheshire, and to 
wish her all the best for the future.

Becca Nelson has been appointed as 
Press and Membership Officer as of 
1st November. A member of CPRE for 
the last 15 years and committed to the 
aims of the charity, Becca is delighted 
to be able to take on this role to in-
crease the profile of this beautiful 
county. She has lived in Cheshire for 
the last 24 years (apart from three 
years studying for her degree in Eng-
lish at the University of Cambridge), 
and has family links in the mid-Chesh-
ire area dating back to the 1880s. 

Becca is a home educating mother of 
three girls, and she teaches the cello 
and plays with local orchestras and 
musical societies. Her other hobbies 
include hiking, cooking, reading and 
gardening.

Farmer Alan Shufflebotham was pre-
sented with a CPRE award in June 
for his conversion of redundant farm 
buildings at Church Farm, Marton 
(between Congleton and Maccles-
field), which was not only achieved 
in a way that respects their architec-
ture and setting, but has also made 
a significant contribution to the fu-
ture of the village and its community.

Located in the ancient village of Mar-
ton, the units (which are rented out to 
local businesses) now house a farm 
shop, cafe, blacksmith’s workshop, 
kitchen and furniture showrooms and a 
holistic therapy suite, supporting tradi-
tional rural crafts and meeting 21st 
century needs at the same time. 


