


lected as one of six branches to host a 
“local food mapping” project run by the 
CPRE National Office.  Knutsford has 
been selected as the site for the pilot. 

This exciting new idea will produce a 
map showing how local food is produced 
and consumed in the Knutsford area. It 
is hoped that this work will promote the 
consumption of local food and also show 
the economic importance of these busi-
nesses. The research is particularly im-
portant to ensure new retail outlets 
actually contribute to the economy, 
rather than impoverish the local area. 

In November we held a gala concert 
with flautist Russell Gillespie and pian-
ist Tony Hughes. The music was linked 

to the English and Irish Countryside and 
the well-selected programme together 
with the impressive architecture of St. 
Mary’s Centre in Chester, not to men-
tion the opportunity for a glass of wine 
in the interval, made for an excellent 
evening’s entertainment. 

On the back page of the newsletter you 
will now find an events section. Our 
AGM will be held at the Three Grey-
hounds, Allostock. After a short formal 
meeting we will learn about the regional 
planning system – namely the Regional 
Spatial Strategy and Local Develop-
ment Framework, both of which have a 
profound effect on what eventually is 
built in the county. There are also a 
number of social events being planned, 
and I would like to encourage you to 
take part in these events which we hope 
will both entertain you and provide fi-
nancial support for our projects for the 
countryside.

Finally may I thank, as always, our 
volunteers for the work they are doing 
to ensure that the planning system pro-
tects our Countryside, and all our mem-
bers for your support.

Peter Raynes

A View from the Chair
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As you read our spring newsletter I am 
sure you will be impressed by the 
range of activities our Charity carries 
out. It is very much our policy in 
Cheshire to balance effort between 
working to prevent inappropriate de-
velopment and encouraging improve-
ments to the rural economy and 
environment. 

Last autumn we launched the Cheshire 
Hedgerow Network and I am pleased to 
say that new members continue to join. 
We were featured in a number of local 
papers and even made it to the front 
page of the Chester Chronicle’s rural 
edition, as well as contributing to a pro-
gramme on BBC Radio Stoke. We have 
put together a new website  
(http://www.cheshirehedgerow.org.uk)   
and I would encourage those of you with 
internet access to have a look at it. It 
includes a calendar of events run by 
member organisations and should you 
wish to learn how to lay a hedge you are 
sure to find a suitable course to attend.

Our work promoting local foods also 
continues to develop, our Local Foods 
Competition for 2008 had a record 
number of entries and we expect to 
announce a winner in March. In addition 
to the competition we have been se-
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Contact Cheshire CPRE100 CLUB
BETTER ODDS THAN 
PREMIUM SAVING 

BONDS?
 A £1 Premium Bond has a 1 in 

36000 chance of a prize which 
almost invariably is for the small-
est - £50

 £25 on the 100 CLUB has a 1 in 
11 chance of winning either £50, 
£30 or £20

THE ODDS SPEAK FOR 
THEMSELVES!

Please phone Debbie 01606 
835046 to join in time for the end of 
March draw. Please note that un-
like premium savings bonds, 100 
CLUB shares cannot be en-
cashed.

December 2008’s winners were:

1st Prize - Mrs. N. Mitchell
2nd Prize - Mr. L. J. Platt
3rd Prize - Mr. R. Bass

Congratulations! 
Cover image - looking across the Cheshire Plain  
towards Macclesfield, taken from Bosley Cloud. 
All  images - Becca Nelson, unless otherwise 
credited
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CPRE Cheshire’s 
‘Buy Local’ Awards Mapping local food webs is a vital 

part of CPRE’s local food campaign 
nationally, which aims to increase 
support for the local food sector in 
order that its wider benefits (both 
for the local community and wider 
environment) can be realised.  
Cheshire Branch is delighted that 
Knutsford has been selected as one 
of the six locations to host a pilot.

For the purposes of the project, Local 
food webs are defined as ‘networks of 
relationships between food 

enterprises and consumers within a 
defined geographical radius’ - in this 
case, 30 miles - ‘which deliver social, 
economic and environmental benefits’.

An initial meeting about the Mapping 
Local Food Webs project was held at 
St John the Baptist Church Hall on 

Local Food Mapping Pilot comes to Knutsford

Cheshire CPRE’s Summer Shows Programme

22nd January, to introduce the project 
to local people and to recruit volun-
teers.

The meeting was well attended, and 
participants included town councillors, 
producers and shopkeepers, repre-
sentatives from the Women’s Institute, 
local business people, CPRE mem-
bers, and members of the community 
who wanted to find out more about the 
project. There is now a small team of 
active volunteers who are mapping the 
food network around Knutsford and 
exploring people’s attitude to local 
food.

After a presentation by Helen Meade, 
the North West regional co-ordinator, 
participants broke into smaller groups 
to discuss different aspects of the 
project and to share ideas and sug-
gestions. There was then the opportu-
nity to socialise, whilst enjoying the 
delicious snacks provided by Holly 
Tree Farm!

Further workshops are to be held in 
the town, and the pilot is set to con-
clude at the end of March 2009. We 
will report on the results in the next 
edition of Cheshire Viewpoint, and in 
the meantime, will update our website 
with the results of the project - please 
see www.cprecheshire.org.uk for 
more information.

If you would like more information 
about the project, please contact 
Helen Meade on 07833 250134, 
01422 845868, or via email at 
helenm@cpre.org.uk. Alternatively,  
visit the following website 
www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/

Nantwich Food and Drink Show - Clare Lewis

It’s that time of year again! Chesh-
ire CPRE are busy planning for this 
year’s round of Summer Shows. 

As well as providing us with a fantastic 
opportunity to meet a cross section of 

people who are interested in the coun-
tryside and hear their views and con-
cerns on rural issues, a stand at one of 
Cheshire’s summer shows gives us 
the chance to publicise our current 
campaigns as well as enabling us to 
celebrate the hard work put in by our 
volunteers and - maybe - to increase 
our membership! 

This year we are planning to attend 
two shows in Nantwich - the Food and 
Drink Festival in September and the 
Nantwich Show in July, as well as the 
Cheshire Ploughing Match. We are 
also looking into other possibilities. If 
you could spare some time to man one 
of our stands and chat with members 
of the public, please get in touch with 
Debbie at the Branch Office, who is 
compiling a list of volunteers. 

Photo © Florrie Bassingbourn

We recently wrote to entrants to our 
‘Buy Local’ awards to thank them for 
their patience! The competition has 
proven so popular this year that the 
task of judging has taken longer than 
previously. 

Our Buy Local Awards are designed to 
reward businesses that provide their 
customers with the opportunity to buy 
good quality locally-produced goods.  
Buying local produce strengthens rural 
economies and cuts down on the huge 
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number of "food miles" 
clocked up as food grown 
on our doorstep is driven 
around the country to be 
sold. 

Judges have now drawn up 
a shortlist and will be visit-
ing some of the nominees 
in the near future.

At the end of March we will 
be holding a celebratory 
evening to present the win-
ners with their awards, and 
all the businesses who 
have been nominated will 
be invited to come along. 

We hope this will be a very 
enjoyable evening celebrat-
ing Cheshire’s fantastic lo-
cal food community.

Just by becoming a member, you make 
a crucial contribution to our work, both 
nationally and in Cheshire - and there 
are also some excellent membership 
benefits, including:

 Membership of both Cheshire 
branch and the National CPRE or-
ganisation
 Cheshire Viewpoint magazine, 
keeping you up to date with our 
campaigns and news from Cheshire
 Countryside Voice, CPRE’s national 
magazine, twice a year
 Half-price entry to over 200 houses 
and gardens across England
 Access to our Planning Hotline for 
advice from CPRE staff

If you would like to get more involved we 
can offer you the opportunity to volun-
teer with CPRE Cheshire, and we run a 
number of social events over the course 
of the year.  Fill in the enclosed member-
ship slip, visit our website (details on 
page 2) or contact Debbie Janney at the 
Branch Office - 01606 835046 - for more 
information.

 Join by Direct Debit and get 3 
months free

(Offer applies to new memberships, not renewals.)

Join us!
© Florrie Bassingbourn



The Regional View from CPRE’s North West Regional Chair, Nick Thompson
What does the Regional Committee 
do? – a question I know you all 
constantly ask yourselves! Well, 
for this newsletter I thought I would 
give you all a glimpse of the work 
the committee does. I hope the 
prospect of reading an article on 
how a committee works rather than 
some exciting new campaign that 
we are involved in, doesn’t make 
you turn rapidly to the next article!  

So where do I start? Probably best to 
tell you about the work we did at our 
last committee meeting in December, 
when we decided to try to answer 
three questions:

 Where are we now?
 Where do we want to get to? 
 How will we do it?

They sound very basic, and they are, 
but asking ourselves these three 
questions got us all thinking much 
more carefully about what the com-
mittee should really concentrate on 
next year.

By taking a good hard look at our 
strengths within the committee and 
the resources that we have across the 
three Branches, we developed plans 
to make the best use of our range of 
expert volunteers, and our greatest 
asset, Andy Yuille.  Andy has proved 
to be a formidable regional policy of-
ficer. He has been really effective in 
putting us on the map in the NW corri-
dors of power and will be crucial as 
we try to re-establish  our  position  in

the new structures that replace those 
of   the now defunct Regional assem-
bly.

So what have we committed ourselves 
to do during 2009 using our annual 
budget (the princely sum of £7500) 
most effectively?

We have two priorities. The first is to 
get to grips with housing development 
in the NW. A new mega Government 
body, the Housing and Community 
Agency, came into operation in De-
cember and we need to find our way 
into their organisation to mitigate 
against the real threat of indiscrimi-
nate housing development across our 
lovely countryside. We will do this in 
our usual measured way - not shout-
ing, not protesting, not sulking, but 
presenting reasoned and well-re-
searched, irrefutable arguments that 
are ignored at their peril!

Our second priority is to concentrate 
on ensuring that CPRE’s footprints 
will be all over the “son of the RSS”, 
the new Regional Strategy. This doc-
ument will combine economic, social 
and environmental strategies into one 
document. Our job will be to ensure 
the balance is maintained between all 
three elements rather than allowing 
economic factors to dominate any 
development in the NW, a trap that  
Local Authorities, Regional Develop-
ment Agencies and the key Govern-
ment Ministries can so easily fall into, 
and which can fundamentally affect 

our communities and the quality of 
our environment.

We agreed on more; we decided that 
we want to be more effective as a 
body that will enhance and improve 
the relationship that National Office 
has with the Branches and the District 
Groups. In January, for example, we 
held an extremely successful regional 
workshop in Preston, explaining re-
gional and local planning systems 
and processes. Over 50 people came 
to hear Andy and Richard Moseley 
from NO give excellent presentations, 
something similar we hope will be 
repeated in Cheshire in April. 

We meet quarterly and over the next 
year we intend to come out to hold 
our meetings in the Branches. In 
March we are off to the Lake District, 
in June to you all in Cheshire then in 
September we are off to Lancashire. 
Do come and join us - we meet for a 
whole day, only part of which is taken 
up by a regional committee meeting. 
By the way, the meeting in December 
will be hosted by the regional commit-
tee and we hope to persuade CPRE 
national board to come up to meet us 
in the NW.

If anyone has managed to read to the 
end of this article and is interested 
enough to see the one page summary 
of the committee’s plans for next year 
then please email me - 
nickthompson10@blueyonder.co.uk - 
and I will happily send you a copy. 

Competitions 
Round-up

“What does Cheshire mean to you? What 
locations, activities or traditions make 
your favourite part of Cheshire special? 
What do you think your favourite place will 
be like in twenty years time?”

This was the brief followed by entrants to our 
2008 writing competition. We were very 
pleased with the number and quality of entries 
- it’s heartening to know that our county has a 
special place in so many hearts! 

Many thanks to Lord Grey of Codnor and 
Andrew Miller, MP, for judging the entries for 
CPRE Cheshire. They are now with our third 
judge, Louise Taylor, the editor of Cheshire 
Life magazine. We will be in touch with all 
entrants in the near future to let them know if 
they were successful.

Building on the success of the writing com-
petition, CPRE Cheshire is also running a 
photography competition this year to cele-
brate the diverse beauty of our wonderful 
county.  From the wilds of the peaks to the 
fertile plains, Cheshire has so many won-
derful green spaces, and we want your help 
in recording them. We’re not just interested 
in Cheshire’s open countryside;  if you have 
a favourite green space within a town – 
maybe a park or garden - please send us a 
photo.

Entrants to the competition will be able to 
see their pictures on our website, and 
twelve will be selected for a 2010 calendar 

to raise funds for CPRE Cheshire. Visit our website to find out more 
about the competition - www.cprecheshire.org.uk/competitions

 Cheshire Photos - Becca Nelson
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Hedgerow Matters

lege, and since then the member 
organisations have been forging fur-
ther links. For example, in the picture 
above, Countryside Management 
students from Reaseheath College 
are learning to lay hedges in the 
Cheshire style with tuition from Peter 
Tonge from BTCV (British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers), on a ca-
nalside path in Tiverton - a popular 
tourist destination.

We have launched a website - 
www.cheshirehedgerow.org.uk - the 
purpose of which is to draw together 
information and contacts, and our 
aim is that it will eventually become a 
‘one-stop shop’ reference resource 
for hedgerows.

As well as an events calendar 
with information on relevant courses 
and events, the website includes an 
information section where visitors 
can download information sheets 
and manuals on hedge maintenance 
for wildlife and a comprehensive list 
of all the member organisations, with 
links to their websites. There is also 
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the facility to sign up for our e-news-
letter. 

In future we are planning to ex-
pand the site to include a list of con-
tractors who have been assessed 
and approved by FWAG (Farming 
and  Wildlife Advisory Group). 

The Hedgerow Network’s next 
Annual seminar will be held at 
Reaseheath College in September - 
all with an interest in hedgerows are 
welcome.

Cheshire CPRE’s  Hedgerow 
Awards scheme also continues to 
expand, and we have had to recruit 
a further judge to enable us to deal 
with the number of entries we have 
received this year. We will be an-
nouncing the winners at the county’s 
annual Ploughing and Hedgelaying 
Match on 30th September, at Agden 
Brook Farm, Little Bollington.  

For more information on the 
Hedgerow Network, please contact 
Debbie at the Branch Office, or visit 
www.cheshirehedgerow.org.uk

Photo - Peter Raynes

Protecting what Tom Oliver, 
CPRE’s Head of Rural Policy de-
scribed as ‘the green veins of our 
landscape’ is one of our major 
policy priorities at CPRE Cheshire 
Branch.

The county’s network of hedge-
rows provide a vital system of corri-
dors for wildlife  as well as being an 
integral part of Cheshire’s landscape 
character, but the quality and quan-
tity of our hedgerows has been in 
rapid decline since the 1960s, and it 
is essential that we work towards 
reversing this trend. 

Nationally  CPRE has joined with 
a number of other organisations to 
form Hedgelink, and here in Chesh-
ire our Hedgerows Network has got 
off to a flying start since its official 
launch on September 24th last year, 
and it is already bringing tangible 
benefits to Cheshire’s network of 
hedges.

Over 40 delegates attended our 
initial seminar at Reaseheath Col-



M6 Widening off the agenda - but hard 
shoulder running to be adopted

At a proposed cost of £3 billion 
(£3000 million) of taxpayers’ money, 
it looked like one of the most expen-
sive road building projects imagina-
ble, so it was a triumph for all those 
who have campaigned so hard 
against this when the government 
finally confirmed their proposal to 

widen the M6 from Birmingham to 
Manchester would not go ahead.
Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon 
stated that following on from the M42 
pilot, the Government planned to 
introduce hard shoulder running on 
other motorways, including the M6, 
adding: "This will deliver more relia-
ble journey times and add a third 
more capacity at a lower cost than a 
more conventional road widening 
scheme, and with fewer environ-
mental impacts."

For more information on Active Traf-
fic Management, including an inter-
active drive-through, you can visit 
the Highways Agency website - 
http://www.highways.gov.uk/
knowledge/1334.aspx

One of CPRE’s main concerns with 
motorway widening was the land 
loss, and although that is reduced 

Hard shoulder running  - Birmingham - © Mark Menzies

As Cheshire Viewpoint  goes to 
press, our members and commit-
tees in the Districts are working 
to forge links with the new Uni-
tary Authorities that will be re-
placing Cheshire County Council 
and the six Borough councils 
that have made up the county of 
Cheshire since the last round of 
Local Government Reorganisa-
tion in 1998.

Although in a reorganisation of this 
scale there are likely  to be teething 
troubles - for example, in both of the 
new Unitary Authorities there are 
going to be differences in the way 
planning applications will be 
judged, and integrating the IT sys-
tems and procedures of the differ-
ent authorities will take some time - 
we are optimistic that the change 
gives us an opportunity to prioritise 
our campaign to protect and en-
hance Cheshire’s countryside on 
the new authorities’ agendas.

A cautionary note was sounded by 
the Macclesfield District, who are 
concerned that during the transi-
tion, with changes in staffing and 
procedures, planning departments 
may not be able to monitor develop-
ments as closely, leading to condi-
tions of applications being 
breached.

However, at a recent open day, 
Crewe and Nantwich District’s 
chairman John Whitehead was in-
troduced to Cheshire East’s new 
Chief Executive, Erika Wenzel, and 
was pleased to report to us that she 
and the new Shadow Authority see 
this as an opportunity to transform 
Cheshire in a positive way and to 
forge links with the ‘third sector’, as 
they described it.

We would like to thank those  from 
the planning departments with 
whom we have worked over the 
years, and to those who are moving 
on - our best wishes for the future. 

Despite the changes, Cheshire 
CPRE will continue to work to pro-
tect the countryside of the historic 
county of Cheshire, including not 
just the two new Unitariy Authori-
ties, but also Halton, Stockport, 
Trafford,  Warrington, Wallasey and 
Birkenhead. 

under this proposal, there will still be 
a need for a significant number of 
lay-bys which will eat into the (mainly 
agricultural) land beside the M6.

At the moment there are a number of 
locations in Cheshire where one can 
be relatively near to the motorway 
without being aware of it, but to use 
the hard shoulder at peak times will 
mean that the Highways Agency will 
have to erect a large number of gan-
tries (as illustrated above) to control 

the traffic, which are extremely ob-
trusive and clearly have a detrimen-
tal effect on the local landscape.

Beyond Transport Infrastructure, a 
study by CPRE and the Countryside 
Agency published in 2006, showed 
that increasing road capacity actu-
ally generates more traffic - so by 
introducing hard shoulder running at 
peak hours, the government is 
merely postponing the congestion 
problem rather than solving it. 

CPRE urges the government to look 
at alternatives to road building to 
solve the transport issues that face 
us. The money saved on the initial 
widening plan would go a long way 
towards supporting a reliable, afford-
able public transport infrastructure 
which would do far more to cut the 
congestion on our roads, as well as 
helping towards our climate change 
commitments. 

Members of Cheshire CPRE will 
be familiar with the long-running 
saga of whether or not to widen 
the M6 to ease congestion.

All Change for 
Cheshire
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Local News Round-up

The Wirral Society
The Chester District Committee 
was invited by senior management 
of Chester Zoo to be briefed on their 
development plans which have 
been described in a recent BBC 
Television news item and in the lo-
cal Press.  Presently these are be-
ing formulated and will be 
submitted to the new Unitary Coun-
cil in September next. 

These plans will include a Bio Dome 
ecosystem that will be larger than the 
Eden Project.  CPRE will be consulted, 
as will local residents and we will then 
have the opportunity of studying the fi-
nalised proposals and commenting on 
them to the planning committee of the 
new Cheshire West & Chester Council.  
Since the Bio Dome is located to the 
North of the Zoo on land which they 
already own but which is in Green Belt. 
If you would like any additional informa-
tion or to comment, please contact 
Roger Parkin via the Branch Office.

Members may be aware of the changes 
in local government with the establish-
ment of Cheshire West and Chester 
Unitary Council from 1 April 2009.  We 
expect that staff changes will mean we 

have to spend time getting to know new 
people as well as and understanding the 
changes taking place in planning law.  

CPRE members who reside in Chester 
District may be wondering why they 
have not received advice about an An-
nual Meeting or a Winter Newsletter.  
The District Committee decided that as 
attendance at the Annual Meeting was 
falling so low that the costs were unsus-
tainable. Similarly, with no feedback or 
reaction from members the costs of pro-
ducing the Newsletter could no longer 
be justified.  

The Committee hopes members will 
agree that the savings will be better 
used for selective campaigning, espe-
cially with the threats becoming appar-
ent concerning the future of the Green 
Belt.  It is therefore most appropriate that 
the Chester District of CPRE records 
grateful thanks to David Bull who has for 
many years prepared and produced the 
District Newsletter.

The Chester Committee appreciates 
that not all members can access the 
Branch website so to ensure all mem-
bers are aware of the decision the timely 
distribution of the Branch Newsletter 
would be used to keep everyone in-
formed.  Members in Chester District are 
invited to write in if they disagree with 
the decision or if they have any con-
structive suggestions they would like to 
make.

Proposed developments at 
West Kirby  

Chester District

Vale Royal District

After many years of campaigning by 
CPRE’s Vale Royal District and other 
local groups, Tegni Cymru Cyf’s applica-
tion to site 4 huge wind turbines on land 
at Aston Grange was dismissed on ap-
peal owing to the detrimental effect that 
the turbines would have on the open-
ness of the Green Belt land in that area.
CPRE believes that wind turbines have 
a potential role to play in helping us 
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide 
generated by electricity production. But 
it is a myth to assume that more wind 
turbines mean that the threat of climate 
change can be tackled adequately.  
CPRE does not oppose wind farms and 
turbines in principle. It considers each 
case on its merits for impact on the 
landscape and potential for electricity 
generation.

Image - www.actonbridge.org

Acton Bridge Windfarm - 
Appeal refused

The Wirral Society is keen to support 
local Amenity Societies wherever pos-
sible. The Hoylake and District Civic 
Society is providing a focus for many  
residents and visitors who are con-
cerned by the number and scale of 
proposed changes in the town. They 
feel powerless to influence decisions in 
the absence of any firm proposals, 
given that the details are commercially 
sensitive and so not in the public do-
main. 
Wirral Borough Council want to boost 
tourism proposing:-

 The building of a sea front Ho-
tel and associated facilities (including 
underground car parking) by a private 
investor, on a well used public car-
park. In return the developer would 
build and own a new sailing school, 
which would be leased back to the 
Council.

 Reducing the width of West 
Kirby’s characteristic promenade for 
extra car parking.

 Major changes to the town 
centre Concourse, including erecting a 
multi-storey car park and new commer-
cial premises with the possible loss of 
the Station building. Designs have 
been produced by a short list of four 

  Thingwall ‘Super Surgery’  - 
appeal cancelled again!

The Wirral Society reports that it has been 
heavily involved, with support from the 
Branch, in a long-running saga, objecting 
to the Wirral Primary Care Trust's wish to 
build a new medical centre on former hor-
ticultural land within the Wirral Green Belt 
at 'The Warrens', which is on the edge of 
Arrowe Park at Thingwall. 

The Society has not questioned the desire 
to improve patient facilites - but has only 
objected to the use of Green Belt land, 
especially as the PCT had not satisfactorily 
explored other more local options.

developers, but there are delays due to 
legal problems. The Wirral Society is 
keeping in close touch with the han-
dling of these proposals. For more in-
formation on this and other issues, see 
our website: www.wirralsociety.net

West Kirby promenade - Judith Railton

Wirral Council has twice rejected the Appli-
cations, on the grounds that 'Special Cir-
cumstances' could not be demonstrated. 
Following the last refusal, the PCT Ap-
pealed and has since cancelled the ensu-
ing Public Inquiry on two occasions - this 
most recent cancellation being at less than 
one week's notice. Whilst the reasons are 
known for this, the Society is very critical of 
the cavalier way this has been done, and 
given the huge amounts of time and ex-
pense involved by both the PCT and the 
Council in briefing Counsel etc., the Soci-
ety is very relieved that it hadn't similarly 
sought legal help to support its case.



Cheshire CPRE Events
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Spring Concert

 
Conductor: 

Richard Howarth

Soloist: 
Stephanie Tepper

Leader: 
Mary Anderson

Middlewich Civic Hall

Sunday 29th March, 7.30pm

Programme to include works by 
Stanley, Berkeley, Bach and Suk

Tickets: £10 
Under 18/Full-time students: £3

Tickets available from Debbie Janney 
01606 835046 - or on the door 

Proceeds to CPRE Cheshire

www.cprecheshire.org.uk  
www.valeroyalstringorchestra.co.uk

Join us for a relaxing evening cruise on the River Dee on 11th June. 

Leaving Chester at 7pm, we will sail along the Dee past Heron Bridge and the 
Eccleston Ferry, beside the Duke of Westminster’s Eaton Estate to the Iron 

Bridge at Aldford, returning to Chester by 9pm.

Heathcotes, the Chester Racecourse caterers, will supply us with a buffet 
supper of locally sourced food.

Tickets £18.50 including buffet - Licensed bar avai lable
Non-members welcome

CPRE CHESHIRE 
BRANCH AGM

Saturday, 4th April 2009, 10am
The Three Greyhounds, 

Allostock

Following our AGM, Andy Yuille will 
give a talk on the Regional Spatial 
Strategy and Local Development 
Framework. Subsequently those at-
tending will take part in one of three 
workshops on Local Foods, the 
Cheshire Hedgerow Network or 
working effectively with planning.

We will conclude the morning with 
an optional buffet lunch priced at 
£7.50. 

Please return the enclosed slip if 
you would like to attend, specifying 
whether you will be staying for the 
buffet lunch, and which workshop 
you wish to attend, or contact Deb-
bie Janney at the Branch Office for 
more information - 01606 835046. 

 
Photo © The Three Greyhounds

CPRE Cheshire’s Fourth Churches Walk  
Easter Tuesday, 14th April, Mow Cop

Bookings are now being taken for our 
Easter Churches Walk, from Mow Cop to 
Rode Hall.

Meeting at Odd Rode Church for 9.30, 
we will be travelling by bus to the top of 
Mow Cop.  On a clear day, the views of 
the Cheshire Plain from the top are spec-
tacular. As this is the birthplace of Primi-
tive Methodism, there will be a talk on the 
history of this movement.

 

Mow Cop Castle

We will walk down from here to the Ris-
ing Sun for a rest and a warming pub 
lunch before carrying on along footpaths 
to Little Moreton Hall, where we will be 
able to celebrate a short Easter service 
in the 16th Century chapel.  After this, we 
will carry on to to arrive at Rode Hall (the 
home of Sir Richard and Lady Baker 
Wilbraham) at about 4.30, where the 
gardens and tea rooms will be open. 

The 5-6 mile route has been planned by 
Geoffrey Budenburg and the Reverend 
John Whitehead - please contact them 

(details below) if you require further in-
formation on the walk.

 

Little Moreton Hall

Spaces are limited and tickets have al-
ready begun to sell, so if you would like 
to come along we recommend that you 
register as soon as possible. To apply, 
please send your name along with pay-
ment (£15 per person to include lunch) 
by March 15th to:

CPRE Cheshire,
Victoria Buildings.
Middlewich,
Cheshire
CW10 9AT

(Tel. 01606 835046)

For more information on the route, 
please contact 

Geoffrey Budenberg   - 01477 571423  
or   John Whitehead – 01270 812607


