


View from the ChairThe opportunities for the CPRE to 
influence policy in order to improve 
our future quality of life have proba-
bly never been greater. We have 
seen a growth in the power of the 
environmental lobby as voters real-
ise the threats to the landscapes 
we love. The new South Downs 
National Park is a good example of 
how we can still improve the envi-
ronment despite the pressures for 
development.  
However, simultaneously we see 
changes in the planning system to 
help a “growth agenda” and seek 
immediate economic growth at any 
cost. There is a similar contradic-
tion in the wish to centrally plan and 
impose targets and yet involve the 
community. 
These conflicting pressures will not 
change after the election. This 
gives the CPRE an important and 
unique role in ensuring that envi-
ronmental policy is not ignored by 
short term development.
The Branch and districts are cur-
rently involved in the consultation 
process for the new planning sys-
tem across the North West. Cur-
rently Local Government 
Authorities are preparing a dossier 
of documents entitled, the “Local 
Development Framework” or LDF. 
These important documents re-
place the current Borough and 
County plans and I would like to 

thank all those working on these 
consultations. 
 Given how important the CPRE’s 
role is and its benefits to the com-
munity, it always surprises me how 
few people know who we are. This 
is being examined at a National 
level through a “Brand Review” and 
hopefully this will provide us with 
some good ideas on how to raise 
our profile. This is vital as our mem-
bership is slowly declining, which if 
so few people know we exist is not 
surprising. 
Despite the threats to the Cheshire 
Countryside we can look back at a 
successful six months since the last 
newsletter - as you will see from the 
following pages, the branch has 
been active in both planning and 
other Countryside issues. 
We have continued to run regular 
meeting for planning volunteers 
from the districts and have recently 
had encouraging response to re-
quests for new volunteers to join 
our team. These meeting were set 

up following requests from the Dis-
tricts to find a method of ensuring 
we communicated and exchanged 
knowledge and skills around the 
County. My thanks go to Mike 
Sanderson for organising this pro-
gramme. 
As part of our projects to preserve 
the County’s Hedgerows we ran a 
workshop in Reaseheath to 
prepare information pack to 
encourage education on hedges in 
schools and the planting of 
hedgerows by parish councils. The 
packs will be developed in 2010 
and funding sought to publish them. 
Branch events in the last six 
months included a walk around 
Grange Farm to see the herd of 
Red Pole Cattle, followed by lunch 
at a local pub where beef from the 
farm was served. Inviting the 
National CPRE board to at 
Reaseheath College, and a 
Christmas Lunch with a talk on the 
proposed Chester Zoo “Heart of 
Africa” Biodome. 
Finally may I thank all of you for 
your support of the Charity in the 
last six months and hope you have 
the opportunity to get out into the 
Cheshire Countryside to enjoy the 
spring weather.
  Peter Raynes.
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This month I’m shouting from 
my soap box and having a bit 
of a tirade! 

This month I learnt that yet an-
other Nantwich food retailer, 
specialising in local produce, 
had closed its doors for ever. 

Arthur  Broomhall & Son, the 
butchers in Beam Street who 
had been nominated by many 
during our food mapping exer-
cise, ceased trading at the end 

of January due to difficult trading 
conditions.

How can this be?  Tesco’s, 
Britain’s biggest supermarket 
chain, recently reported a surge 
in sales throughout December 
and early January.  Other super-
markets are likewise going from 
strength to strength, opening 
more new outlets every month.  
Walk into any of our local super-
markets and you just wouldn’t 
believe that we’re in the deepest 
recession (or just coming out, 
depending which economist you 
believe!)

Unfortunately, it’s the local pro-
ducers who’re feeling the pinch.  
Even those precious few that 
supply the supermarket chains 
are generally being screwed 
down so the supermarkets can 
protect their margins.  And 

what’s frequently on offer when 
you walk through their doors?  
Meats from other European 
countries, strawberries from 
Spain, beans from Kenya, herbs 
from Israel ….. need I go on?  

I know it’s so convenient to use 
the supermarket …. You can get 
everything in one shop and 
we’re all busy people.   I’m as 
guilty as everybody else.  But 
we’re damaging our own local 
economy, our environment and 
our freedom of choice.  When 
local produce outlets close down 
we have limited choice.  We owe 
it to ourselves and to our chil-
dren that we may continue to 
have the opportunity to experi-
ence the great tastes, flavours 
and textures of local foods into 
the future.

So today, make a pledge.

Promise yourself that you will 
visit at least one local produce 
food supplier each week for the 
next month.

And please write to me and tell 
me what you  think.
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Our South Cheshire Local Food website is now live and as you can 
see from the map above, Hector Robb has been hard at work 
visiting the local food suppliers nominated at the Nantwich Food 
and Drink Festival to populate the site. There are also seasonal 
recipes you can make with local foods, links to restaurants that use 
locally-sourced ingredients and our local food e-newsletter.

You can find the site at www.buylocal.cprecheshire.org.uk - and 
please get in touch if you have any feedback (contact details on 
page 2) - we would love to hear your views! 
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You have probably noticed that 
our politicians are limbering up 
for a General Election that will 
take place soon! 

To many people, the prospect of 
several months of electioneering 
induces a feeling of sinking-
hearted boredom but if you can 
bear it, it's worth remaining en-
gaged, and listening to what our 
prospective MPs say – and what 
they don't.

Some issues always get an air-
ing. Quite rightly, the economy, 
public services and crime will be 
hotly debated as, no doubt, will 
the qualities of the candidates 
hoping to be Prime Minister. But 
some topics just seem to drop 
off the agenda. In recent elec-
tions – apart from 2001, when 
foot-and-mouth disease affected 
the timing of the poll – the coun-
tryside, and how to protect and 
enhance it, has received very 
little attention.

So surely it should matter to all 
of us – whether we live in the 
countryside or in towns and cit-
ies – what politicians want to do 
to safeguard its unique charac-
ter, and to make it a better place. 
Shouldn't our candidates be 
beating a path to our doors to tell 
us what they will do to protect 
the countryside which so many 
of us cherish?

Ahead  of  this  election,  CPRE

has produced its own 
"manifesto", setting out what we 
think the next government 
should do for the countryside. 
We want it to inspire voters, and 
candidates, in the countryside, 
town and city. The regeneration 
of our urban areas, the protec-
tion of our most beautiful land-
scapes and of the precious 
Green Belts around our towns 
and cities, and strong action to 
tackle the blight of litter and fly-
tipping would, we believe, im-
prove everyone's quality of life.

By the time this article is pub-
lished (it is based on a longer 
article written by Ben Stafford 
CPRE’s Head of Communica-
tion) both nationally and in the 
region we will have held  work-
shops to look at how District 
Groups can effectively lobby 

their local candidates. We have 
the names of nearly every pro-
spective candidate although 
there may be more as the resig-
nations of sitting candidates 
grows ever longer!  Becca and 
Debbie at the Branch office will 
have lots of material including 
copies of the CPRE manifesto 
and the up to date list of candi-
dates. Please contact them if 
you are interested.

Cheshire as I am sure you all 
know is not nearly as well pro-
tected as the national parks, but 
is so full of surprising treasures 
and startling beauty. Isn't it a 
shame that so much of it is 
needlessly scarred by litter and 
fly-tipping, the by-product of the 
thoughtlessness of a relatively 
small number of people? 

Our politicians should give a na-
tional lead in tackling litter. We 
need a change of culture so eve-
ryone recognises that littering is 
unacceptable, antisocial – and 
criminal – behavior. 

So remember that an election 
campaign isn't just the politi-
cians' chance to tell you what 
they think – it's your chance to 
tell them what matters to you. 
Now is the time to make sure 
that protecting the Cheshire 
countryside – a unique asset – is 
at the top of their lists!

Nick Thompson 

Time to put Cheshire countryside on the election agenda

CPRE NW Region Chair, 
Nick Thompson
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A big thank you to all those 
who took the time to fill in our 
Branch Questionnaire, sent out 
in the last newsletter. 
Your comments and feedback 
are vital for us to be able to 
produce a programme of activ-
ity for the charity that is what its 

members want. If you would 
like a copy of the questionnaire 
results, please get in touch with 
the Branch Office. 

Did you know that we produce 
a monthly Branch Bulletin via 
email to keep members up to 
date with what’s happening 
within CPRE, locally and na-
tionally? If you would like to 
sign up, please send an email 
to info@cprecheshire.org.uk 
and we will add you to the dis-
tribution list.

4



CPRE Cheshire Branch – Chairman’s Report 2009
The objectives of the charity.

The object of CPRE Cheshire Branch is to 
promote and encourage the improvement, pro-
tection and preservation of the countryside. 
The Branch’s activities cover the County of 
Cheshire within its current boundaries as well 
as Wirral, Warrington, Halton, Trafford and 
Stockport Unitary Authorities. The Branch’s 
activities are aimed at improving the rural envi-
ronment in the interests of communities living 
in rural areas as well as those in Towns and 
neighbouring Cities who enjoy our beautiful 
Cheshire Countryside.

The Charity does not make grants to third 
parties. From time to time the Branch may give 
support to related charities and parties with 
similar objectives.

Chairman’s Summary of the year

Branch Activities

Our actives during the year ranged from de-
fending the Countryside against inappropriate 
development to promoting the rural economy 
and the environment. 

Our District committees have been active in 
responding to the new Local Development 
Frameworks across the North West as well as 
campaigning to ensure developments are envi-
ronmentally sustainable. This has sometimes 
been through direct opposition- for examples 
the Acton Wind Farm and Dobbies Develop-
ment south of Alderley Edge but also through 
engaging in consultation where development is 
desirable but needs to be carried out sensitive-
ly- for example the expansion to Chester Zoo.

We ran an active summer shows programme 
with more shows attended than in 2009. These 
included the Cheshire Show, Northwich Show, 
Cheshire Ploughing and Hedge cutting Match, 
Poynton Show, Nantwich Show, Nantwich 
Food and Drink Festival and Sandbach Fair 
Trade Fair. We did not attend the RHS Tatton 
Show as this was seen as too expensive and 
related in horticulture rather than the Country-
side. 

Our Countryside Projects were also very ac-
tive. We ran our Writing Competion in Conjunc-
tion with Cheshire Life Magazine, and a  
Childrens’ Colouring Competition and quiz, 

both with a local food theme,  was run at the 
Summer Shows. 

The hedgerows network helped interested volun-
teers find the right opportunities and we devel-
oped the content for new information packs 
aimed at schools and parish councils interested 
in hedgerow planting, repair or education on this 
vital wildlife and landscape feature. 

The Cheshire CPRE was particularly active pro-
moting local foods. A Local Food Map was pre-
pared around Knutsford (through a National 
Office Project) and later in the year around Nant-
wich by local volunteers. A splendid new web site 
for local food has been prepared – 
www.buylocal.cprecheshire.org.uk

Our events programme was again full, with a 
Charity Concert in March, a workshop on Re-
gional Planning at the AGM in April, an Easter 
Historic Churches Walk, an evening cruise down 
the Dee in June, a Autumn Walk around Grange 
Farm in Mickle Trafford, and our Christmas 
Lunch in the Great Hall for Vale Royal Abbey with 
a speaker from Chester Zoo.

Finally I would like to thank those who have 
made all the above possible, our members who 
give their time to the CPRE Cheshire Branch, 
Debbie Janney, our secretary, and Becca Nelson 
our Press and Membership Officer. 

Fundraising

Fundraising has been particularly difficult this 
year. Membership subscriptions pay for only a 
third of our costs. The balance, £18,500, has to 
come from other sources. In 2009 as we raised 
£13,214 a deficit of £4,210. This fundraising, 
given the lack of a willing fundraising volunteer 
has had to be largely carried out by your Chair-
man. Memberships

In 2009 we suffered a net loss of 26 members 
while recruiting 40 new members. This is signifi-
cantly better than the previous year and I believe 
reflects the increased level of activity in the 
branch but I would urge all members to take 
advantage of any opportunities to ask people to 
join and recruit the next generation for our cause. 

Overleaf is the extract from the accounts for the 
year ended 31.12.09.  Printed versions will be 
sent upon request and will be distributed at the 
forthcoming AGM on 21.4.10
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THE CHESHIRE BRANCH OF THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND
EXTRACT FROM ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009

     Unrestricted Restricted Total  Total
     Funds   Funds  Funds  Funds
     Designated    2009  2008
    NOTES £   £  £  £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Subscriptions    9,648       -   9,648  10,370
Donations, Legacies 
         sundry Income  13,214      -  13,214  13,6 93
Grants       -         -     -        5,000
Investment Income      545     -     545  1,493
Interest Received   ___542      -__     542   1,624
Total Incoming resources  23,949       -  23,949  32,180

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds

Charitable activities 2 21,252       -  21,252  22, 332
Governance costs  3  6,907          -   6,907     8,513
Total Resources Expended  28,159         -  28,159  30,845

NET INCOMING (DEFICIT) 
 RESOURCES       (4,210)     -       (4,210)      1 ,335

(Losses)/Gains on 
   Investment Assets

- Realised        (6,175)         (6,175)    -
- Unrealised    2,890    ______  2,890  (4,832)

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS       (7,495)     -       (7, 495)     (3,497)
Transfers     (3,700)    3,700    -     -
Transfers     5,028    (5,028)    -     -
Balances at 1 st  January 2009 55,979      5,028  61,007   64,504

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 49,812     3,700  53,512  61,007

Note: Transfers to restricted funds comprise:

Chester District  1200
SEMMMS    2500
    3700

    Notes      2009    2008
FIXED ASSETS    
Tangible Fixed Assets 4     -    -
Investments           20,942        24,235
             20,942       24,235

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank & in hand   29,975      33,863
Sundry debtors     3,193        3,624
      33,168      37,487
CREDITORS – due within 

one year     598          715
           32,570        36,772
NET ASSETS          53,512       61,007

Represented By:-
Unrestricted Funds         49,812       55,979
Restricted Funds          3,700    5,028
TOTAL FUNDS          53,512        61,007
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CPRE Cheshire supported 
Knutsford’s Friends of the Moor 

group on Saturday 13th March  
by supplying equipment and our 
Chairman’s time!  

Peter and the other volunteers, 
armed with CPRE Cheshire’s 
handy hoops, heavy duty gloves 
and litter picking sticks, cleared 
ten sacks of litter from the site 
(an SSI and an important habitat 
for migrating birds). Much of the 
litter was fast food and sweet 

wrappers, beer cans and soft 
drink containers.

Get in touch with us at the 
branch office if you would like 
advice on organising a litter pick, 
or wish to borrow equipment 
from our stocks - and remember 
to advertise and record your to-
tal bags collected on CPRE’s  
‘stop the drop’ campaign web-
site - www.litteraction.org.uk.

The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) is one of the 
longest established environmen-
tal charities in England. Nation-
ally CPRE has around 60000 
members and supporters, and 
these numbers add weight to our 
voice when we lobby Parliament.

Founded in 1930, CPRE Chesh-
ire Branch has been success-
fully campaigning for vibrant 
rural communities, a tranquil 
countryside and green spaces 
accessible to all for the past 79 
years.

As a non-profit-making organi-
sation, we get no government 
funding and rely entirely on the 
support of our members and vol-
unteers.

Now, more than ever, we need 
your support to avert the threats 
to Cheshire’s rural landscape 
from inappropriate development 

so that future generations can 
enjoy the countryside that we 
take for granted.

If you are not a member, why not 
join us? Individual membership 
costs just £29 per year, or join 
via direct debit and get your first 
three months’ membership free.

You will be adding your voice to 
the thousands who think our 
countryside is worth protecting 
so that future generations can 
enjoy it as much as we can.
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The two new  Unitary Authorities in 
Cheshire are pulling together their 
key planning, transport and com-
munity policies for the next few 
years.  

Cheshire West and Chester 
(CWaC) Council are running ahead 
of Cheshire East Council (CEC) in 
the process at the moment.  Over 
the turn of the year they ran a joint 
public consultation on the ‘Issues 
and Options’ for the Core Strategy 
part of their Local Development 
Framework (LDF) simultaneously 
with consultations on their Local 
Transport Plan and Sustainable 
Community Strategy.  All these 
documents are now statutory re-
quirements.

CPRE Cheshire Branch made a 
substantial submission on the con-
sultations jointly with the North 
West Transport Roundtable (NW 
TAR).  This can be viewed in full on 
the consultations page of the NW 
TAR website (www.nwtar.org.uk).  
This is a summary of what we said 
on your behalf.

Protect the countryside for its 
own sake

Between them, the ‘Vision’ and 
‘Strategic Objectives’ in the draft 
LDF Core Strategy spoke of pro-
tecting nature, ‘green infrastruc-
ture ’, the historic environment  
and open spaces , but neither sec-
tion promised to protect the coun-
tryside for its own sake - something 
we called for - and neither men-
tioned the Green Belt .  CPRE and 
NW TAR are becoming concerned 
at the blurring of lines not only in 
these consultations but also in the 
emerging integrated Regional 
Strategy between green infrastruc-
ture, Green Belt and open spaces.  
There was a reference to a CWaC 
green infrastructure strategy in 
preparation but that was all. 

Focus housing policies on re-
generation and previously-devel-
oped land

Our submission was very critical of 
the fact that the consultations went 
ahead without a key piece of evi-
dence in the public domain.  The 

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) was not 
available to stakeholders and yet 
those participating in the consulta-
tion were asked to identify their 
preferences for locations for devel-
opments.  

We urged that previously-devel-
oped land should be utilised first 
and we supported an option for 
concentrating new development in 
the main urban areas with the 
greatest accessibility.  We also indi-
cated we wanted to see regenera-
tion in Ellesmere Port, Winsford 
and Northwich being made the pri-
ority with only modest, mainly af-
fordable, housing development in 
those rural villages which had indi-
cated in their Parish Plans they 
would like to see it.   However, we 
qualified our expressed prefer-
ences by saying that we may need 
to review them once we had had 
sight of the SHLAA. 

We also flagged up that, according 
to the panel which sat in judgement 
at the Regional Spatial Strategy 

WHAT WE WANT TO SEE IN CHESHIRE 
WEST’S POLICY DOCUMENTS by Lillian Burns
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Connect transport to health and 
reducing CO2 emissions

We asked for a connection to be 
made in the documents between 
the strategic objective of having 
“healthy and supported citizens” 
and active travel and reducing 
congestion, ie. by encouraging 
more people to walk and cycle 
more often (and making it easier 
for them to do so with appropriate 
infrastructure), the local authority 
would be promoting healthier life-
styles, tackling obesity and reduc-
ing the number of cars on the 
roads..

We pressed for health 
facilities/buildings to be made 
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more accessible and we pointed 
out that an open-ended commit-
ment “to ensure that employment, 
leisure and community facilities are 
accessible by a choice of transport” 
would not be in keeping with the 
Climate Change Act or the 
government’s latest transport com-
mand document unless it had the 
addition of words such as “without 
adding to CO2 emissions”.  

We also made the case that the 
authority should adopt more cli-
mate-related National Indicators 
than it has as this action would be 
more likely to result in better air 
quality and sustainable transport 
policies.

Adopt a sustainable approach to 
transport

We strongly endorsed an option 
suggesting that travel planning 
should be rolled out on a much 
greater scale than previously and 
we called for more parking at rail-
way stations but not more strategic 
park & ride sites and we made a 
plea for the appointment of a senior 
Rail Officer and for more emphasis 
on rail by CWaC than Cheshire 
County Council gave to it.

Sustainable tourism should be a 
key aim, we said, not tourism at any 
price.  Partly to aid this in rural 
areas, we urged CWaC to adopt a 
quiet lanes/ greenways strategy 
and re-invigorate plans for a quiet 
lanes area in the Peckforton Hills 
which – at CPRE’s suggestion - 
were included in the first LTP.  We 
also asked for more 20 mph zones 
to be adopted in view of the signifi-
cant life savings in other parts of 
the country that have adopted large 
scale trials.
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Hedgerow Awards 2009

The recipients of our 2009 Hedgerow awards (in conjunction with  
Cheshire Landscape Trust) were as follows:

Harold Minshull Ivy Farm, Lower Withington  2nd award
James Bushell  Manor Farm, Dunham Massey 2nd award
John Pace  Village Farm, Whitley   1st award
Jim Grogan  Tarvin Comminuty Woodland Trust 2nd award
John Roberts  Old Hall Farm, Great Barrow  1st award
John Plant  Tarvin Churchyard   1st award
Michael Platt  Eddisbury Hill Farm, Kelsall  1st award
Mark Jones  Little Heath Farm, Dunham Town 1st award
J A and J M Duncan Home Farm, Landican  1st award
David Rowlands Grange Farm, Mickle Trafford 1st award
Rob Gregory  Thornton Manor Farm, Raby  1st award
A & C Goodwin Leighton Farm, Crewe  1st award
Davy Hughes  Westwood Grange Farm, Raby 1st award
Peter Tonge  BTCV, Mickle Trafford  2nd award
British Waterways 2nd Bridge, Shropshire Union Canal 1st award

Those who received a first award are allowed to go forward to this 
year’s competition and enter again. 
Out heartfelt thanks go to Col. Geoffrey Sparrow for the hard work 
he has put in creating, running and judging this award scheme. He 
has now  handed it over to Norman Lawson of the Cheshire 
Ploughing and Hedgecutting Society.

Jim Grogan receives his 
award from CPRE 
Cheshire’s President, 
Lord Grey

Summer Shows - 
Becca Nelson shares her experiences 

of manning CPRE’s stand
During the years when I was a mem-
ber of Cheshire Branch but before I 
became the webmaster for the chari-
ty, I saw plenty of appeals for volun-
teers to represent CPRE at summer 
shows. I thought it would be fun, but 
was put off by the fact that I didn’t feel 
like I knew enough about CPRE pol-
icy and might say the wrong thing.

However, having represented CPRE 
Cheshire at some of the stalls at last 
year’s summer shows I can thor-
oughly recommend it! It was hearten-
ing to find out how many people 
agreed with what CPRE stands for, 
and I really enjoyed getting to talk to 
members of the public and listen to 
their views on the issues facing plan-
ning and the countryside. 
Despite the fact that I got so much 
positive feedback, most of the people 
I met were unaware that CPRE ex-
isted - and that’s why it’s so important 
for us to keep doing working to raise 
awareness of the charity.
If you have never volunteered at a 
summer show, why not make this 
year your first? Our shows manual 
covers what we see as the main is-
sues and hopefully prepares all the 
volunteers for any awkward ques-
tions, and you won’t be expected to 
know everything! We will be attend-
ing the following shows this year:
- Reaseheath Open Day  - 16th May
- Middlewich Folk - 19th - 20th June
- Cheshire Show - 22-23 June
- Ploughing Match - 29th September
If you could spare a couple of hours  
or would like to find out a bit more, 
please contact Debbie Janney at the 
Branch Office. 
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Chester District
The unusual hybrid planning 
application submitted to Chesh-
ire West and Chester Council 
just before Christmas gives 
cause for concern for Chester’s 
important Green Belt. 
CPRE does not object to the 
new ‘Heart of Africa’ biodome, 
which will be a unique African-
themed ecosystem larger than 
the dome at the Eden project. 
For this development Chester 
Zoo can claim ‘special circum-
stances’ for building on green-
belt land. 
However,  the outline plans to 
build two hotels and a garden 
centre with associated build-
ings and car parking are a com-
pletely different question and 
CPRE Cheshire objects to 
these plans for a number of 
reasons.
Protecting Chester’s green belt 
is vital to ensure that the setting 
of this historic city is preserved 
for future generations, and the 
strip of green belt land between 
Chester and Ellesmere Port is 
particularly vulnerable as the 
two are so close together.
If you would like any more infor-
mation on CPRE’s stance on 
this issue, please contact Deb-
bie in the Branch Office (details 
p2) for more information.
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Unauthorised Gypsy/ Travel-
ler settlements on Green Belt 
land
This is an issue which CPRE is 
confronting in a number of loca-
tions across Cheshire, and we 
have also been alerted  to more 
of these developments through 

contact from members of the 
public. Please contact the Branch 
Office if you are aware of an un-
authorised development of this 
kind.
Macclesfield District

The planning application put in by 
Dobbies to build a garden centre 
on greenbelt land in Nether 
Alderley looks likely to go before 
the Cheshire East Strategic 
Planning Committee in late 
March. Martin Dearden has been 
heavily involved in campaigning 
against this inappropriate 
development alongside a 
residents’ group.

Geoffrey Sparrow headed a 
campaign for Plumley Parish 
Council against the rerouting of a 
30-year-old footpath in the 
village. Although ultimately 
unsuccessful in opposing the 
change of route (as there were 
safety grounds for the change), 
the new footpath deviates very 
little from the original route and 
will be paved, making it 
accessible for wheelchair users 
and pushchairs.

Chester’s Green Belt - under threat!

Warrington District - a mes-
sage from Jacqui Johnson

I continue to respond to The Bor-
ough Council’s Local Develop 
Framework consultations with the 
help of our Regional Policy Of-
ficer and our new volunteer. I 
attend stakeholder meetings 
wherever possible. 

At the moment much has been to 
do with the SHLAA - Strategic 
Housing Land Availability As-
sessment, which is similar to the 
Housing Potential Study.  If you 
look this up on the Borough web-

site  remember that if a site is 
suggested it has to be recorded 
and considered, even if it is then 
rejected

I respond to queries, explain 
how to use the planning website, 
and help with planning applica-
tions. If you are interested in 
learning about this, let me know.

We need members to stand as 
officers so we can start meeting 
again, difficult though it is to find 
a suitable time.

Jacqui Johnson
If you live in the Warrington area 
and would like to get involved, 
please contact the Branch Office.

‘Atlantic Development’ 
waterfront plan
As we went to press, members 
from Trafford  and the Wirral 
Society  were attending a launch 
event to find out more about 
Peel Holdings’ plans to develop 
the land which they own along-
side the Manchester Ship Canal.

 This ties in with the 'Wirral Wa-
ters' development - The Wirral 
Society has recently written to 
the Chief Executive of Wirral 
Council, asking for an explana-
tion of how he expects the Coun-
cil's Planning Section, to cope 
with the evaluation of the Plan-
ning Application, which is shortly 
due to be lodged by Peel Hold-
ings. They have also requested 
an explanation as to how the 
Council can properly consider 
this Application, in the absence 
of an up-to-date Development 
Plan for the area, which has 
been subject to public examina-
tion. See www.wirralsociety,.net 
for more information.
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© Aleister Kronos

The Duke of Westminster has 
kindly allowed us the use of the 
Long Room, Eaton Hall, for a fund-
raising dinner and a talk on Sep-
tember 14th, 2010. Full details will 
be available closer to the date. 
Please contact Debbie Janney 
(details p2) for more information.
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CPRE Cheshire Branch is a reg-
istered charity (no. 248304) in its 
own right, as well as being part of 
the national Campaign to Protect 
Rural England, working to protect 
the beauty, tranquillity and diver-

sity of rural England. 
We receive no government fund-
ing, and most of our work is done 
by volunteers, who give their time 

and expertise generously.

Please return this slip with payment to CPRE Cheshire, Victoria 
Buildings, Lewin Street, Middlewich, CW10 9AT

I would like to book [   ] places at £18.50 per head for the AGM on 
21st April, including [   ] vegetarian meals. I enclose a cheque 
made payable to CPRE Cheshire Branch to the sum of £..............

I would like to book [    ] places at £18.50 for the Weaver Boat Trip 
on 9th June 2010. I enclose a cheque made payable to CPRE 
Cheshire Branch to the sum of £.................

Name:...............................................................................................

Please add extra names and addresses on a separate sheet if 
necessary

Address:...........................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Tel....................................................................................................

Optional - I would like to sign up to the monthly Branch Bulletin by 
email from CPRE Cheshire Branch. My email address is:

.......................................................................................................

Please call 01606 835046 if you have any queries on the above.

Family Week 
31st May - 6th June

We are hoping to organise a walk  
and picnic for this event - please 
contact us if you would like to get 
involved in organising the event or 
to attend.

Three Shire Heads Walk
July 24th 2010

We are organising a walk in this 
beautiful part of the county as part 
of the Cultural Olympiad celebra-
tions. More information will be avail-
able nearer the date. Contact us if 
you would like to come along.

Walks


